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Why Black History Month is Important 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


I've often struggled with the question, “Why do we 
celebrate Black History Month?” After all, as Boston 
Globe columnist Renee Graham writes, “Black history 
is American history.” (from “How - and how not - to 
Celebrate Black History Month.” January 30, 2022). It 
isn’t that | think Black history isn’t important - quite 
the opposite, in fact. It’s because it is SO important 
that this concept often flummoxes me. How can we 
take who we are, segment it out, and relegate the 
sanitized, superficial version of the history and story 
of the African-American forebearers and siblings of 
our American family to a particular month? At the same time, I’m grateful to 
Carter G. Woodson and Rev. Jesse E. Moorland for founding the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History, (now the Associate for the Study of 
African American Life and History), the group that first soonsored Negro 
History Week in 1926. | cherish that there is a concerted effort to lift up and 
proclaim as invaluable the contributions and legacy of people of African 
descent here and throughout the world. 


Black History Month is important because it calls upon us to “seize the 
Opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black 
Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.” (President 
Gerald R. Ford). We make it important and honor African Americans by 
moving past the barely-scratched surface of our shared history and digging 
in deep to the unjust system we as a nation continue to perpetuate. We 
honor the African American veins that run through our collective blood by 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=de53b7d59c Page 1 of 12 


SECUCC Conference Connection: February 2, 2022 


digging into our edited and redacted history and teaching what is real and 
harsh and blemished in who we are as a nation to our children. We make it 
important and honor the Black people of our “we” by filling in the gaps and 
facing the realities until their history and stories and accomplishments are 
acknowledged as an equal part of the whole of who we are. | pray that we 
all see the importance of Black History Month as not only 4 weeks of 
education and celebration, but as a tool for change. | invite you to join me 
in taking the opportunity of this Black History Month to learn something 
new each day about the history and story of those of us with African roots 
and heritage. And | challenge you to take these 28 days to discern how you 
can help create the change that is so necessary to become a just and 
equitable country and world. 


News from the Conference Office 


2/20/23, 5:13 PM 


Save the Date: Service of Installation 


The Board of Directors of the Southeast Conference, United Church of 
Christ declares 


Saturday, April 2, 2022 
as the date for the Service of Installation for 
Rev. Heather Fosburgh as Associate Conference Minister and Rev. Kim 
Wood as Conference Minister. 


Time: 3:00 PM Eastern /2:00 PM Central 


Locations: Kirkwood United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA 
and 
Spirit of the Cross Church, Huntsville, AL 
as well as 
Satellite Locations throughout the SECUCC (TBD) 
(all with limited capacity based on best practices for the Covid-19 
Pandemic) 


The service will also be live-streamed for people wishing to celebrate 
worship from their homes. 


Generosity Corner 
by Min. Carrole Moss 
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Greetings ALL, We are entering the second month of 
anew year, February 2022. As we enter into this new 
year of transition, let us be reminded that GOD IS the 
joy and the strength of our lives. 


We offer a HUGE note of thanks to ALL OF YOU who 
continue to bless this Southeast Conference United 
Church of Christ! Without your caring, compassionate 
ways and your generosity, we could not continue to 
be this amazing conference and do all of the work 
that we all hold so dear. THANK YOU ALL!! 


Our books closed in early January and you should have received your 
statements with a complete breakdown of your gifts. We are grateful for all 
the ways that you continue to make it a priority and support these great 
initiatives. During these times of COVID and all the variants, we remain 
steadfast in our mission. 


The Bible states that GOD loves a cheerful giver and that Jesus taught it is 
more blessed to give than receive. (2Corinthuans 9:7-Acts 20:35) “WHAT 
YOU KEEP IS ALL YOU HAVE...WHAT YOU GIVE, GOD MULTIPLIES!” As we 
continue on this journey in 2022, let us remain in community and support 
each other. 


Praying for peace, blessings, healing, and love, AS WE CONTINUE TO 
JOURNEY... I'm looking forward to seeing you in worship...SOON. 


Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira 


The Commission on Ministry of the Southeast Conference invites you to 
participate in the Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira on February 
22 at 6 pm Eastern/5 pm Central on Zoom. Rev. Oliveira serves as the 
Associate Pastor at Circular Congregational UCC in Charleston, SC and she 
is requesting standing in the UCC through the Privilege of Call process and 
currently is authorized by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. The 
Ecclesiastical Council is the last step for individuals seeking Authorization as 
an Ordained Minister in the United Church of Christ. 
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Rev. Oliveira is originally from Brazil and currently 
lives in North Charleston. She is married to Bill 
Stanfield and they have two sons. Evelyn completed 
her Masters of Divinity at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 2001. In 2002, Evelyn and Bill moved to 
Charleston. Together they co-founded Metanoia, a 
faith based Community Development Corporation in 
North Charleston. Evelyn served at Metanoia as the 
executive Director of Youth Leadership Development. 
She began working at Circular in 2009 as the part-time Director of Adult 
Faith Development. She taught Spanish at Academic Magnet High School 
for 7 years. She became the Associate Pastor of Circular in 2021. Evelyn is a 
certified Spiritual Director and is currently a student at the Center for 
Action and Contemplation’s Living School. She is fluent in Portuguese and 
Spanish (as well as English with a southern accent). Evelyn's interests are 
Spirituality, meditation, racial equity, traveling, baking sourdough bread and 
walking her dog, Jazz. She brings with her a joy for life, compassion and a 
call towards spiritual deepening for herself and others. 


You can register to attend here: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMufuuorl gpGtTQS- 
TW7ik7xlIhVrRsrNWVL 


Music Soothes the Soul 


There is no better to be drawn away from the chaos of a hectic world and 
into the respite of God’s soothing care than by the tendrils of beautiful 
music. The Southeast Conference UCC provides just such an interlude on 
the 3rd Thursdays of the month through the Live Harp Meditations with 
Rev. Jean Norton. 


Jean offers Sacred Conversations with 
Music as a Therapeutic Music Practice 
through HeartSongAwakenings.com. 
Jean's deep heart and strong spirit 
listen virtually to the sorrows and 
traumas of our lives, especially as we 
experience them through the injustices 
of racism. Her harp songs are offered to 
help awaken the soothing gifts of the 
Holy One amid the chaos of our times. 
Ordained in the United Church of 
Christ, Jean is a Certified Clinical Musician and retired Board Certified 
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Chaplain. She is amember of Howard Congregational Church, United 
Church of Christ in Nashville, Tennessee. 


Please join us at our next gathering Live Harp Meditation on Thursday, 
February 17th at 1 PM Eastern/Noon Central time (note the new time!). To 
register, go to this link. All are welcome from- invite a friend! 


Annual Information Review for Authorized Ministers 


It is that time of year again, the Annual Information Review for Authorized 
Ministers! If you are an Authorized Minister, licensed, commissioned, or 
ordained, please take a few minutes and fill out the Information review. 
This helps us keep our database up to date and helps the Commission on 
Ministry and the Conference know how to support you better in your 
ministry. We have a couple of different ways you can submit your 
information, including an online form and a fillable PDF you can print and 
mail in or email back to the conference. The conference will also be sending 
out hard copies next week if you prefer that version. If you have any 
questions or problems with the form, please email hfosburgh@secucc.org. 


Clergy Zoom Connections for February 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, February 8, 15, 22 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 
e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, February 17 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean 
at HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, February 22 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2022. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of February 2 


Garden of Grace UCC; Columbia, South Carolina 
Thomas Eckert 

Susan Mitchell 

Helen Smith 

Patricia Greeves 

Christophe Ringer 


Week of February 13 


Central Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Southeast Conference Board of Directors 
Henrietta Andrews 

Betsy Taylor Flory 

Truman Moore 

Charlene Burch 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN; Peace Congregational, 
Clemson SC; Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN 
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News from our Local Churches 


Church of the Savior Knoxville Featured on NPR 


Our very own Rev. John Gill and Rev. Tanya Barnett were recently featured 
in an 8-minute piece about Christian Nationalism on National Public Radio’s 
popular newscast Al/ Things Considered. 


The story, entitled “Christian Nationalism is stronger than ever, even 
without Donald Trump as president,” discusses how Christian Nationalism 
has grown in the last year. Now, some more mainline churches are 
speaking out against the movement, which they see as opposed to the 
teachings of Jesus. 


The locus of the conversation is the Knoxville area, where reporter John 
Burnett talks with the pastors and parishioners from the Church of the 
Savior, as well as those from Patriot Church in the town of Lenoir City. 


The full audio of the story from January 14, 2022, as well as a transcript, is 
available on the NPR website: 
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/14/1073215412/christian-nationalism-is- 
stronger-than-ever-even-without-donald-trump-as-preside 


News from the Wider Church 


CULTIVATIN 
CON 


UNITED CHURCH 
) OF CHRIST 


Cultivating Generous Congregations 
The Cultivating Generous Congregations Seminar for pastors and lay 
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leaders offers an opportunity to explore faithful, practical, and tested ways 
to promoting generosity in our congregations. The seminar draws on 
current research, seeks guidance from the wisdom of scripture, and 
discusses the best practices in church-based fundraising. Class sessions 
held on six Thursdays between Feb. 24 - May 12 from 7:00 - 8:30pm 
Eastern Time. Between class sessions, the instructors provide materials to 
help you analyze the culture of your own congregation and learn how to 
create change. Register today: The CGC Seminar is $300 for a team of two 
leaders. Register here by February 10, 2022: https://cvent.me/qvwRM3. 


Trainings and Conferences 


Healthy Boundary Training for 2022 


Healthy Boundary Training will be offered through Zoom again this year. 
The following courses will be offered in partnership with the Disciples of 
Christ Georgia Region. 


e March 25-26 - Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals REGISTER 
e Sept. 16-17 - Healthy Boundaries 201: Beyond Basics and Into the 
Internet (Pre-req Healthy Boundaries 101) REGISTER 


An additional course of Healthy Boundaries 301 is in final development and 
will be offered in May. 


These trainings are offered Fridays from 1:45pm - 5:15pm, and Saturdays 
from 8:45am-12:15 pm. You must attend both sessions in order for the 
training to count toward Authorization Requirements for Ordained, 
Licensed, and Commissioned Ministers. The Fee is $75. 
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The Commission on Ministry will also be offering a Healthy Boundaries 
Course for Retired ministers later in the year. 


A reminder that in order to maintain ministerial standing in the Southeast 
Conference of the UCC, an Authorized Minister must complete an approved 
Healthy Boundaries Course once every four years. Both Healthy Boundaries 
101 and 201 meet this requirement as does Healthy Boundaries for Retired 
Clergy unless a minister holds Exempt Status. If you have questions about 
these trainings, when you need training again, or Exempt Status, please 
email BATraining@secucc.org. 
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ATIN: Clergy, 
Faith Formation & 
Youth Leaders! 


SHARE IT! 


2022 Online 
Faith Formation 
Conference ASS 


Friday, February 25, 1 pm - 5pm 
Saturday, February oe 9am - 12 pm 


Conference “reac 


Faith gy 
Formation ,@+ : 
X 


~~ 


Gather for a fun, conversational 
(but structured!) workshop with 
the Rev. Rebecca Anderson, co- 
pastor of Gilead UCC in Chicago, 
a Set aoa church. 

Together we'll generate ideas Keynoter: 
and get some tools in the mix Rev. : 
to craft faith piplics in your Rebecca 
own setting that intersect : 
with the larger Faith Story. velitalitlad. 


Register online today! 
https://heartlanducc.org/faith-formation-network/ 


In order to receive your blessing box in time for this online conference, 
please register by February 15th. 
Questions? Contact office@heartlanducc.org. 


Are you interested in gaining skills and new ideas for your faith formation 
(Christian education) activities at your church? Here is a great opportunity! 
You are welcome to join with people from the Heartland Conference UCC 
(Ohio) for two days of online Faith Formation workshops and conversation. 
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You can find out more information and register here: 
https://heartlanducc.org/faith-formation-network/. The cost of the two-day 
conference is $30. It is all online. 


Conference Calendar 


February 8 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 15 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 17 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


February 22 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


February 22 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 22 @ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm EST 
Ecclesiastical Council for Rev. Evelyn Oliveira 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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